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Office Manager, Event Coordinator  
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Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber Connection 

Chamber Stats  
Web stats 

 Number of Unique Visitors 

 11,632 

New Visitors– 58.91% 

Average Pages per visit -  

3.16 

Total Pages Viewed – 

36,826 

Visitor Center 

Visitors assisted by  GSA 

554 

Discovery Guides Mailed 

3879 
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President Elect: Andrea Frank 
Vice President: Joseph Scharber 
Treasurer: Bob Seifert 

Remember Your ABC’s ...Always Buy Chamber... 

Meeting Calendar July 2009 
 

Lake Country Scenic Byway Meeting— Thursday, July 2, 8:30am 
   Bad Medicine Resort       
 
4th of July Parade Meeting - Thursday, July 2, 3:30pm, Chamber 
 
DTBA Meeting  - July 8 , 8 am Jack Pine Java 

 
Special Event Meetings - Thursday July 9, 8:00 am Chamber 
 
PRLAAC Meeting - Thursday, July 3, 4pm, Coldwell Banker 
 
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting -  Thursday, July 14, 

7:30am, Chamber 
 
Park Rapids City Lodging Association Meeting - Thursday,  
July 14, 9:30am  

  

 

Park Rapids Lakes Area  
Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 249 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

 

Upcoming Events 

Legends & Logging Days 2009 
Friday and Saturday  
August 7 & 8, 2009 

Red Bridge Park 
 

Logging is a cornerstone of Park Rapids’        
heritage. The legendary Logging Days         
Competition was an annual signature event in 
Park Rapids for 30 years.   After the great       
success we experienced in 2008, because of your 
support:  Logging is back, bigger and better in 
2009! 
 
We are bringing back the 32nd annual Logging 
Days Championships in conjunction with many 
other activities as part of Legends & Logging 
Days 2009, to be held on Friday and Saturday 
August 7 & 8, 2009.  We will welcome back World 
Champion Loggers in competitive logging events, 
and also host the Master Chainsaw sculpting  
exhibition and competition.  
 
Imagine 20 to 30 World Champion and World 
Record Breaking Lumberjacks and Lumberjills 
once again competing in Park Rapids.  Points 
earned in the Park Rapids Competition will count 
towards the World Championship held each year 
in Hayward Wisconsin—this effectively puts Park 
Rapids “back on the map” of major Midwestern 
logging competitions.   The Master Chainsaw 
sculptors will not only be doing exhibition carving 
this year but will also be here to qualify for the 
Masterpiece Carving Competition held in      
Hackensack in September. See insert for  
Schedule of Events…. 
 

Park Rapids Hosts a 
Spectacular 4th of 
July Parade & 
 Fireworks 
 
The much anticipated 
Park Rapids 4th of July 
Parade has grown each 
year with well over 100 
units last year.  It will take 
place at 3:00 p.m. begin-
ning on North Main & 
Monico Lane and heading 
south on Main Avenue to 
5th Street South and then 
west. 
 
The Park Rapids Area 
Community Band Concert 
begins at 7:30pm at Red 
Bridge Park. 
 
The annual Rotary Club 
Fireworks Display takes 
place over the Fishhook 
River at dusk.  The dis-
play can be seen from 
both Heartland Park as 
well as at Red Bridge 
Park. 
 
If you have any questions 
or would like to participate 
in the parade please call 
Kelly at 218-732-4111 or 
email her at 
kelly@parkrapids.com 

Thank you to all members who renewed in April 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Park Rapids Crazy Days 
July 23- 24 on Main Avenue   

Downtown Park Rapids is the place to be 
on July 23 and 24! Bargains and fun  
galore! Browse the stores for specials and  
see what’s new this summer season.  
Stop for an ice cream, smoothie or some 
fresh fudge as you make your way up and 
down the main and side streets.     
Charming stores and delicious restaurant 
choices will make spending the day on 
Main the highlight of your week! 
 

 
Park Rapids Area Book Sale 

July 23 - 24 
Park Rapids Library 

 
 

Northern Light Opera Company 
Presents 

Fiddler on the Roof 
July 31, August 1, 2, 6, 7,8 

Park Rapids Area High School 

Amish Oak & Americana 
Anchor Marketing 
Bambi Resort 
Companeros 
Dorset House 
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Sue Tomte 
Mississippi Headwaters Hostel 
North Country Museum of Arts 
North Memorial Ambulance Service 
Park Rapids Lakes Area Arts Council 
Professor Nils Olde Tyme Photos 
R & D RESORT & CAMPGROUND 
Rainbow Resort 
Rapid Reporting 
Resort Content 
Samuelson Laney, Inc. 
Thomason Law Office 
Vacationaire Lodge & Supper Club 
Wallace Law Office 
West Crooked Lake Resort 

 The PBR (Professional 
Bull Riders) Challenger 
Tour Bull Ride will return 
to Park Rapids on July 
2nd - 4th .    
 
This is the 32nd year of 
this professional rodeo.  
 
Gates open at 5 p.m. with the 
action starting at 6:30 p.m. – 
rain or shine. 
 
For more Information go to: 
www.parkrapidsbullride.com 



 
EYE ON IT 

 

This Month’s Q&A  

Ambassador Views ,Visits,  Ribbon 
Cutting,  Open Houses 

Mission Statement 
The goal of the Ambassadors is to serve as highly  
visible good will representatives of the Park  
Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce by 
creating positive public exposure. 

Member Spotlight 

New Member Visit 

Riverbend Home  
Expressions 

The minute you walk 
through the friendly, green 
screen door at RiverBend 
Home            Expressions 
you will feel you are some 
place special.  
Every table and display 
invites a closer look 
whether you are searching 
for a gift, something new for 
you home or cabin or just 
browsing.  
 
RiverBend offers irresistible 
clothing for infants, toddler 
and children, toys from 
traditional to educational. 
 
RiverBend offers cook ware 
of all description, delectable   
specialty foods, from gour-
met olive oils, vinegars, and 
salts that enhance the  
natural flavor of fresh  
vegetable and salads.   
 
Framed artwork invites      
viewing. While you’re 
studying the walls and  
appreciating the wooden 
floor of this vintage Main 
Street building, look for the 
old man in the fishing boat; 
he’s sure to bring a smile. 
Find him and take 25% off 
the   purchase of an item of      
regularly -priced, in-stock   
merchandise.  
 
A new picture, lamp, rug or 
pillow can lift any room  and 
usher in a change of     
seasons. RiverBend’s 
friendly staff can help you 
find the right piece for the 
right place.  
 
The lovely scent that          
welcomes visitors to           
RiverBend only hints at the 
variety of fragrances from 
THYMES. This find line of 
soaps and lotions helps 
nurture hardworking hands. 
Besides a treat for yourself, 
a gift set is perfect for the 
neighbor who’d feeding the 
cat while you’re away.  
 
Customer service is our      
specialty at RiverBend. All 
item are handsomely gift 
wrapped at no extra 
charge. Shipping is      
available without additional 
handling fees and we    
accept all major  credit 
cards. The friendly green 
door is open Monday - Sat-
urday from 9 am to 6 pm 
and Sunday from 11 am to 
4 pm. 218-237-7777 
 

Join the Park Rapids Lakes 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce  Ambassadors and 
serve your community by 
being the good will arm of 
the Chamber. You will  reap 
the benefits of this unique 
networking opportunity and 
elevate your businesses  
profile in the community. It 
only takes a few hours a 
month and the friendship 
and camaraderie you will  
experience are priceless.  
 
For more information on 
joining the  Chamber Am-
bassadors call Kelly at: 
218-732-4111 or email 
kelly@parkrapids.com  

Q. What is Blogging? 
 
Step 1 First of all register your blog on any 
famous blog engine like WordPress 
(www.wordpress.com) or Blogger.
(www.blogger.com)   
 
Step 2 Select a theme and do setup.  
 
Step 3 Name the blog according to your 
business purpose.  
 
Step 4 Designate a team or person, pref-
erably related to marketing, who would up-
date the blog on regular basis  
 
 

 
Step 5 Submit your blog to different 
blog directories.  
 
Step 6 Link this blog with your com-
pany's  website.  
 
Step 7 Create value so that users visit 
your blog more often.  (offer tips, tutori-
als, recipes… just about anything!) 
 
Step 8 Stay in touch with your visitors 
by replying to their comments. 

 
 

From the Desk of Katie Magozzi, Chamber Director….. 

 

Each qualifying Chamber was able to 
send 4finalists on to the Pohlad Family 
Foundation for final selection.  We will 
he hearing about the final decisions in 
late July. However, many more re-
sources to assist your business are 
available to you. 
 
I have included the list on a separate 
sheet included in this newsletter along 
with a new program, The Grow Min-
nesota! Business Connection - 
www.mnbizconnect.com 
 
This is one stop connection to many 
business resources. There are many 
other resources available and I will keep 
adding to the list in coming issues. 
 
Park Rapids Lakes Area and Hub-
bard County Local Business Re-
source Links/Lists 
Local Assistance: 
 
Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce www.parkrapids.com  218-
732-4111    
Katie@parkrapids.com 
 
The mission of the Park Rapids Lakes Area 
Chamber is to advocate and promote the 
area-wide business community. We accom-
plish this through established objectives and 
with our Core 
Values which are: Tourism Marketing, Public 
Policy, Economic Development,  
Community Promotion and Networking.  

 

  

St. Josephs Area Health Services & 
Innovis Health 

Ribbon Cutting - June 14, 2009 

 
Rachel Thelen received the 
2009 Foundation for Rural   
Education and Development 
General Scholarship for $1500. 
Rachel was nominated by Arvig 
Enterprises, Inc.   
 
Andrea Frank, of Arvig Com-
munications Services (ACS) 
awarded the scholarship to 
Rachel Thelen at the Park  
Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce, where Andrea 
serves on the Board of        
Directors.  
Congratulations Rachel! 
 

Relay for Life 
 

Hubbard County Relay for 
Life teams raised $60,103 
for the American Cancer 
Society. Thank you to all the 
teams that participated! 

Lake Country Scenic Byway  
10th  Anniversary Celebration 

Itasca State Park 

FRED Scholarship 

My Favorite Closet Ribbon Cutting 
Vicki & Noel Johnson 

19678 Hwy 34, Park Rapids 
218-681-1024 

 
My Favorite Closet opened it’s doors one  year 
ago when Noel and Vicki Johnson bought the 
property out on Hwy 34 as a retirement home. 
There was a beautiful building  on the property 
and they decided to start a store specializing in 
recycled clothing, bags made of recycled sweat-
ers, books and much more. They are open 
Tuesday - Saturday. Call for current hours.  

 

Pine Cone Lodge & Vacation Rentals 
Bonnie Brand 

19703 Grouse Road 
Park Rapids 
320-846-1834 

Small private and relaxing resort. Perfect 
sand beach. New lake level homes open 
year round. Lodge available for large 
groups and meetings. Call Bonnie Brand 
for more information. 

Park Rapids Area Chamber Ambassadors marked the open house 
occasion with an official ribbon cutting ceremony. Front, from 
left: Chamber representatives Lezli Zimmerman, Sue Tomte and 
Andrea Frank; Laurie Albertson, Innovis Health Park Rapids Divi-
sion Manager; Loretta Nilson (with scissors), Innovis Health em-
ployee representative; Sonda Tolle, St. Joseph’s Area Health Ser-
vices employee representative; Tom Miller, St. Joseph’s Board 
Chairman; Ben Koppelman, St. Joseph’s President/CEO; Luke 
Larson, representing Catholic Health Initiatives, back, Katie Ma-
gozzi, Chamber Executive Director; Bob Bakkum, Innovis Health 
Fargo Senior Director/Administrative Services; Mark Schik, St. 
Joseph’s Foundation Board Chariman; and Peter Jacobson, Innovis 
Health of Fargo Vice President of Regional Operations/Primary 
Care. 

 Dear Members, 
 
We are all looking forward to a fun and 
successful summer. If only every week 
could be like the first part of July. While 
you are working hard to make sure your 
guests have a great experience, rest 
assured that Your Chamber staff is here 
seven days a week answering ques-
tions, responding to leads and making 
sure our visitors have a spectacular ex-
perience while in our area as well.   
 
Our summer season is filled with excit-
ing events and activities for visitors and 
locals.  Park Rapids is the place to be 
with events, entertainment and attrac-
tions galore. Be sure to check out the 
Events calendar at  
www.parkrapids.com or watch for our 
Every Friday News email so you and 
your guests have the latest news. 
 
Another important role of Your Chamber 
of Commerce is to assist in the growth 
and retention of our businesses. In 
these challenging times, many new pro-
grams are available and we are acting 
as Your local source to bring important 
business assistance information to you.  
 
Because of Your Chamber’s Grow Min-
nesota Program local businesses were 
able to apply for the Pohlad Family 
Foundation Loan and Grant Program.   
  
 
 



 
EYE ON IT 

 

This Month’s Q&A  

Ambassador Views ,Visits,  Ribbon 
Cutting,  Open Houses 

Mission Statement 
The goal of the Ambassadors is to serve as highly  
visible good will representatives of the Park  
Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce by 
creating positive public exposure. 

Member Spotlight 

New Member Visit 

Riverbend Home  
Expressions 

The minute you walk 
through the friendly, green 
screen door at RiverBend 
Home            Expressions 
you will feel you are some 
place special.  
Every table and display 
invites a closer look 
whether you are searching 
for a gift, something new for 
you home or cabin or just 
browsing.  
 
RiverBend offers irresistible 
clothing for infants, toddler 
and children, toys from 
traditional to educational. 
 
RiverBend offers cook ware 
of all description, delectable   
specialty foods, from gour-
met olive oils, vinegars, and 
salts that enhance the  
natural flavor of fresh  
vegetable and salads.   
 
Framed artwork invites      
viewing. While you’re 
studying the walls and  
appreciating the wooden 
floor of this vintage Main 
Street building, look for the 
old man in the fishing boat; 
he’s sure to bring a smile. 
Find him and take 25% off 
the   purchase of an item of      
regularly -priced, in-stock   
merchandise.  
 
A new picture, lamp, rug or 
pillow can lift any room  and 
usher in a change of     
seasons. RiverBend’s 
friendly staff can help you 
find the right piece for the 
right place.  
 
The lovely scent that          
welcomes visitors to           
RiverBend only hints at the 
variety of fragrances from 
THYMES. This find line of 
soaps and lotions helps 
nurture hardworking hands. 
Besides a treat for yourself, 
a gift set is perfect for the 
neighbor who’d feeding the 
cat while you’re away.  
 
Customer service is our      
specialty at RiverBend. All 
item are handsomely gift 
wrapped at no extra 
charge. Shipping is      
available without additional 
handling fees and we    
accept all major  credit 
cards. The friendly green 
door is open Monday - Sat-
urday from 9 am to 6 pm 
and Sunday from 11 am to 
4 pm. 218-237-7777 
 

Join the Park Rapids Lakes 
Area Chamber of Com-
merce  Ambassadors and 
serve your community by 
being the good will arm of 
the Chamber. You will  reap 
the benefits of this unique 
networking opportunity and 
elevate your businesses  
profile in the community. It 
only takes a few hours a 
month and the friendship 
and camaraderie you will  
experience are priceless.  
 
For more information on 
joining the  Chamber Am-
bassadors call Kelly at: 
218-732-4111 or email 
kelly@parkrapids.com  

Q. What is Blogging? 
 
Step 1 First of all register your blog on any 
famous blog engine like WordPress 
(www.wordpress.com) or Blogger.
(www.blogger.com)   
 
Step 2 Select a theme and do setup.  
 
Step 3 Name the blog according to your 
business purpose.  
 
Step 4 Designate a team or person, pref-
erably related to marketing, who would up-
date the blog on regular basis  
 
 

 
Step 5 Submit your blog to different 
blog directories.  
 
Step 6 Link this blog with your com-
pany's  website.  
 
Step 7 Create value so that users visit 
your blog more often.  (offer tips, tutori-
als, recipes… just about anything!) 
 
Step 8 Stay in touch with your visitors 
by replying to their comments. 

 
 

From the Desk of Katie Magozzi, Chamber Director….. 

 

Each qualifying Chamber was able to 
send 4finalists on to the Pohlad Family 
Foundation for final selection.  We will 
he hearing about the final decisions in 
late July. However, many more re-
sources to assist your business are 
available to you. 
 
I have included the list on a separate 
sheet included in this newsletter along 
with a new program, The Grow Min-
nesota! Business Connection - 
www.mnbizconnect.com 
 
This is one stop connection to many 
business resources. There are many 
other resources available and I will keep 
adding to the list in coming issues. 
 
Park Rapids Lakes Area and Hub-
bard County Local Business Re-
source Links/Lists 
Local Assistance: 
 
Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce www.parkrapids.com  218-
732-4111    
Katie@parkrapids.com 
 
The mission of the Park Rapids Lakes Area 
Chamber is to advocate and promote the 
area-wide business community. We accom-
plish this through established objectives and 
with our Core 
Values which are: Tourism Marketing, Public 
Policy, Economic Development,  
Community Promotion and Networking.  

 

  

St. Josephs Area Health Services & 
Innovis Health 

Ribbon Cutting - June 14, 2009 

 
Rachel Thelen received the 
2009 Foundation for Rural   
Education and Development 
General Scholarship for $1500. 
Rachel was nominated by Arvig 
Enterprises, Inc.   
 
Andrea Frank, of Arvig Com-
munications Services (ACS) 
awarded the scholarship to 
Rachel Thelen at the Park  
Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of 
Commerce, where Andrea 
serves on the Board of        
Directors.  
Congratulations Rachel! 
 

Relay for Life 
 

Hubbard County Relay for 
Life teams raised $60,103 
for the American Cancer 
Society. Thank you to all the 
teams that participated! 

Lake Country Scenic Byway  
10th  Anniversary Celebration 

Itasca State Park 

FRED Scholarship 

My Favorite Closet Ribbon Cutting 
Vicki & Noel Johnson 

19678 Hwy 34, Park Rapids 
218-681-1024 

 
My Favorite Closet opened it’s doors one  year 
ago when Noel and Vicki Johnson bought the 
property out on Hwy 34 as a retirement home. 
There was a beautiful building  on the property 
and they decided to start a store specializing in 
recycled clothing, bags made of recycled sweat-
ers, books and much more. They are open 
Tuesday - Saturday. Call for current hours.  

 

Pine Cone Lodge & Vacation Rentals 
Bonnie Brand 

19703 Grouse Road 
Park Rapids 
320-846-1834 

Small private and relaxing resort. Perfect 
sand beach. New lake level homes open 
year round. Lodge available for large 
groups and meetings. Call Bonnie Brand 
for more information. 

Park Rapids Area Chamber Ambassadors marked the open house 
occasion with an official ribbon cutting ceremony. Front, from 
left: Chamber representatives Lezli Zimmerman, Sue Tomte and 
Andrea Frank; Laurie Albertson, Innovis Health Park Rapids Divi-
sion Manager; Loretta Nilson (with scissors), Innovis Health em-
ployee representative; Sonda Tolle, St. Joseph’s Area Health Ser-
vices employee representative; Tom Miller, St. Joseph’s Board 
Chairman; Ben Koppelman, St. Joseph’s President/CEO; Luke 
Larson, representing Catholic Health Initiatives, back, Katie Ma-
gozzi, Chamber Executive Director; Bob Bakkum, Innovis Health 
Fargo Senior Director/Administrative Services; Mark Schik, St. 
Joseph’s Foundation Board Chariman; and Peter Jacobson, Innovis 
Health of Fargo Vice President of Regional Operations/Primary 
Care. 

 Dear Members, 
 
We are all looking forward to a fun and 
successful summer. If only every week 
could be like the first part of July. While 
you are working hard to make sure your 
guests have a great experience, rest 
assured that Your Chamber staff is here 
seven days a week answering ques-
tions, responding to leads and making 
sure our visitors have a spectacular ex-
perience while in our area as well.   
 
Our summer season is filled with excit-
ing events and activities for visitors and 
locals.  Park Rapids is the place to be 
with events, entertainment and attrac-
tions galore. Be sure to check out the 
Events calendar at  
www.parkrapids.com or watch for our 
Every Friday News email so you and 
your guests have the latest news. 
 
Another important role of Your Chamber 
of Commerce is to assist in the growth 
and retention of our businesses. In 
these challenging times, many new pro-
grams are available and we are acting 
as Your local source to bring important 
business assistance information to you.  
 
Because of Your Chamber’s Grow Min-
nesota Program local businesses were 
able to apply for the Pohlad Family 
Foundation Loan and Grant Program.   
  
 
 



Park Rapids Lakes Area and Hubbard County Local Business Resource Links/Lists 
 
Local Assistance: 
 
Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce – www.parkrapids.com 
218-732-4111   katie@parkrapids.com 
The mission of the Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber is to advocate and promote the area-wide business community. We 
accomplish this through established objectives and with our Core Values which are: Tourism Marketing, Public Policy, 
Economic Development, Community Promotion and Networking.  
 
Hubbard County Regional Economic Development Commission (HCREDC) –http://www.hubbardcountyedc.com   
218-732-2256  dwc@hubbardcountyedc.com 
The mission of the Hubbard County Regional Economic Development Commission is to be a catalyst for the economic 
growth of the greater Hubbard County area   
 
SCORE - http://www.score.org/index.html 
Louis E. Schultz, Chair 
Process Management LLC 
Mobile 612-805-5990   Home  218-732-5167  
lou@processmanagement.com 
www.processmanagement.com 
 
SBDC: NW Small Business Development Center- http://www.mnsbdc.com 
Jorge S Prince, Regional Director 
jprince@bemidjistate.edu  218-755-2257 
 
Other Useful Sources of Regional Business Assistance: 
 
Center for Research & Innovation 
Bemidji State University, #32 
1500 Birchmont Drive NE 
Bemidji, MN   56601 
218-755-4900 or 888-738-3224 
218-755-4903 - Fax 
www.cri-bsu.org   www.ntht.org 
 
Minnesota State Community & Technical College Detroit Lakes  
900 Hwy 34 E, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501  Local: 218.846.3700  Toll Free: 800.492.4836 
http://www.minnesota.edu/detroitlakes/#Contact_M_State___Detroit_Lakes  
The Business & Entrepreneurial Services Center: If your desire is to take your education and use it to start a small business, 
we can help! Idea incubation, networking, and solid business advice  
 
HRDC- Headwaters Regional Development Commission  
http://www.hrdc.org/index.html 
403 Fourth Street NW, Suite 310, P.O. Box 906, Bemidji, MN 56619-0906 
Phone: (218) 444-4732 
The Headwaters RDC is a regional development organization that is committed to helping create successful communities 
and a successful region.  Our customers are local leaders, public and private, that are committed to moving their community 
forward.  Our services are designed to address the most important issues of our region, and to take advantage of our 
organization’s unique leadership, development and planning capabilities. 
 
Northwest Minnesota Foundation 
http://www.nwmf.org 
4225 Technology Drive NW, Bemidji, MN  56601 
800-659-7859   218-759-2057 
The Northwest Minnesota Foundation invests resources, creates opportunities, and promotes philanthropy to make the 
region a better place to live and work. Our resources are used to develop the region's assets through grantmaking, business 
financing, training, and philanthropic services.  
 
New Programs  
 
NMF is delivering a new program for adult leadership development. LeaderImpact helps leaders to really know who they 
are, what their talents are, using learning strategies that enhance the transfer of leadership lessons into life and work. To 
learn more, please visit our LeaderImpact site. 



Idea Competition - Start to Plan Now! Registration for the next round begins September 1, 2009.Do you have a 
breakthrough idea? Does it have the potential to be a profitable venture? If you can answer "yes" to those two questions, 
you are invited to enter the IDEA Competition. Visit www.ideacompetition.org 
 
MMCDC Midwest Minnesota Community Development Corporation 
http://www.mmcdc.com/ 
119 Graystone Plaza, Suite 100,   P.O. Box 623  Detroit Lakes, MN 56502 
Phone: 218-847-3191    info@mmcdc.com 
Capital. Innovation. Success. 
 
MMCDC is a non-profit organization that provides capital resources and innovative ideas to assist in successful business and 
community development throughout Minnesota and the Midwest. We provide financial assistance to: Business Lending – 
We offer lending for new business and business expansions that generally serve to improve the community, such as the 
creation of new jobs, with loans ranging from $5,000 to $20,000,000. 
Community Development and Technical Assistance – We identify community needs and create solutions, including the 
development of apartment buildings, homes with affordable payments and new subdivisions. 
Affordable Housing Initiative – We manage rental properties that accommodate everyone from low-income and 
handicapped individuals to senior citizens in need of assisted living. We also restore buildings for affordable rental housing. 
Home Loan Division – We provide affordable loans for home purchase and home repair by using a combination of low-
interest loan products and down payment assistance. 
 
State Assistance 
 

• The Grow Minnesota! Business Connection - www.mnbizconnect.com 
 

• MN Department of Employment and Economic Development - www.deed.state.mn.us 
 

• Minnesota Community Development Corporation (MCDC) 
• 107 Grove Ave. S, Park Rapids, MN 56470   218-732-3677 

 
 
Federal Assistance 
 
Small Business Administration (SBA) - http://www.sba.gov 
Manage your business from start to finish; Expand your business with programs and services; Increase your business 
knowledge and productivity and Support your business with a team of experts. 
 
ARC Loans - http://www.sba.gov/recovery/arcloanprogram/index.html 
The Small Business Administration’s new America’s Recovery Capital Loan Program, This program can provide up to $35,000 
in short-term relief for viable small businesses facing immediate financial hardship. ARC loans - began on June 15, 2009. 
This is a different kind of program to meet a different kind of need at a unique economic time. The traditional SBA lending 
programs are targeted directly at long-term small business growth. But the Congressional intent behind ARC loans is 
different. ARC loans are a bridge to help viable small businesses that just need a little extra help to address immediate 
financial hardship, to save jobs, and to make it through some tough times. 
 
Dealer Floor Plan Financing - http://www.sba.gov/floorplanfinancing/index.html 
What is floor plan financing? Floor plan financing is a revolving line of credit that allows the borrower to obtain financing for 
retail goods. These loans are made against a specific if piece of collateral (i.e. an auto, RV, manufactured home, etc.). 
When each piece of collateral is sold by the dealer, the loan advance against that piece of collateral is repaid. In short, 
Dealer Floor Plan financing allows dealers to borrow again retail inventory. The dealer then repays that debt as they sell 
their inventory and borrows against the line of credit to add new inventory. 
 
USDA Rural Development - http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/mn/rbs.htm 
USDA Rural Development’s mission is to increase economic opportunity and improve the quality of life for rural residents. 
Rural Development fosters growth in homeownership, finances business development and supports the creation of critical 
community and technology infrastructure. There are 13 USDA Rural Development field offices located throughout Minnesota 
that are ready to assist you. 
 
 
 
Compiled by the Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce (7/1/2009) 
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Office Manager, Event Coordinator  

& Tech Support - Newsletter 
Jane Larsen 

jane@parkrapids.com 
 

Office Assistant 
Kelly Simonson 

kelly@parkrapids.com 
 

Guest Service/Bookkeeping 
Sharon Fitzgerald 

accounting@parkrapids.com 
 

Guest Service Agent 
Cindy Gunsolus 

cindy@parkrapids.com 
 
 

Contact the Chamber 
218-732-4111 or 800-234-0054 

fax: 218-732-4112 
www.parkrapids.com 

 

 

Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber Connection 

Chamber Stats  
Web stats 

 Number of Unique Visitors 

 11,632 

New Visitors– 58.91% 

Average Pages per visit -  

3.16 

Total Pages Viewed – 

36,826 

Visitor Center 

Visitors assisted by  GSA 

554 

Discovery Guides Mailed 

3879 
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Chamber Board of Directors 

President: Diane Dennis 
President Elect: Andrea Frank 
Vice President: Joseph Scharber 
Treasurer: Bob Seifert 

Remember Your ABC’s ...Always Buy Chamber... 

Meeting Calendar July 2009 
 

Lake Country Scenic Byway Meeting— Thursday, July 2, 8:30am 
   Bad Medicine Resort       
 
4th of July Parade Meeting - Thursday, July 2, 3:30pm, Chamber 
 
DTBA Meeting  - July 8 , 8 am Jack Pine Java 

 
Special Event Meetings - Thursday July 9, 8:00 am Chamber 
 
PRLAAC Meeting - Thursday, July 3, 4pm, Coldwell Banker 
 
Chamber Board of Directors Meeting -  Thursday, July 14, 

7:30am, Chamber 
 
Park Rapids City Lodging Association Meeting - Thursday,  
July 14, 9:30am  

  

 

Park Rapids Lakes Area  
Chamber of Commerce 
P.O. Box 249 
Park Rapids, MN 56470 

 

Upcoming Events 

Legends & Logging Days 2009 
Friday and Saturday  
August 7 & 8, 2009 

Red Bridge Park 
 

Logging is a cornerstone of Park Rapids’        
heritage. The legendary Logging Days         
Competition was an annual signature event in 
Park Rapids for 30 years.   After the great       
success we experienced in 2008, because of your 
support:  Logging is back, bigger and better in 
2009! 
 
We are bringing back the 32nd annual Logging 
Days Championships in conjunction with many 
other activities as part of Legends & Logging 
Days 2009, to be held on Friday and Saturday 
August 7 & 8, 2009.  We will welcome back World 
Champion Loggers in competitive logging events, 
and also host the Master Chainsaw sculpting  
exhibition and competition.  
 
Imagine 20 to 30 World Champion and World 
Record Breaking Lumberjacks and Lumberjills 
once again competing in Park Rapids.  Points 
earned in the Park Rapids Competition will count 
towards the World Championship held each year 
in Hayward Wisconsin—this effectively puts Park 
Rapids “back on the map” of major Midwestern 
logging competitions.   The Master Chainsaw 
sculptors will not only be doing exhibition carving 
this year but will also be here to qualify for the 
Masterpiece Carving Competition held in      
Hackensack in September. See insert for  
Schedule of Events…. 
 

Park Rapids Hosts a 
Spectacular 4th of 
July Parade & 
 Fireworks 
 
The much anticipated 
Park Rapids 4th of July 
Parade has grown each 
year with well over 100 
units last year.  It will take 
place at 3:00 p.m. begin-
ning on North Main & 
Monico Lane and heading 
south on Main Avenue to 
5th Street South and then 
west. 
 
The Park Rapids Area 
Community Band Concert 
begins at 7:30pm at Red 
Bridge Park. 
 
The annual Rotary Club 
Fireworks Display takes 
place over the Fishhook 
River at dusk.  The dis-
play can be seen from 
both Heartland Park as 
well as at Red Bridge 
Park. 
 
If you have any questions 
or would like to participate 
in the parade please call 
Kelly at 218-732-4111 or 
email her at 
kelly@parkrapids.com 

Thank you to all members who renewed in April 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Park Rapids Crazy Days 
July 23- 24 on Main Avenue   

Downtown Park Rapids is the place to be 
on July 23 and 24! Bargains and fun  
galore! Browse the stores for specials and  
see what’s new this summer season.  
Stop for an ice cream, smoothie or some 
fresh fudge as you make your way up and 
down the main and side streets.     
Charming stores and delicious restaurant 
choices will make spending the day on 
Main the highlight of your week! 
 

 
Park Rapids Area Book Sale 

July 23 - 24 
Park Rapids Library 

 
 

Northern Light Opera Company 
Presents 

Fiddler on the Roof 
July 31, August 1, 2, 6, 7,8 

Park Rapids Area High School 

Amish Oak & Americana 
Anchor Marketing 
Bambi Resort 
Companeros 
Dorset House 
Mary Kay Cosmetics - Sue Tomte 
Mississippi Headwaters Hostel 
North Country Museum of Arts 
North Memorial Ambulance Service 
Park Rapids Lakes Area Arts Council 
Professor Nils Olde Tyme Photos 
R & D RESORT & CAMPGROUND 
Rainbow Resort 
Rapid Reporting 
Resort Content 
Samuelson Laney, Inc. 
Thomason Law Office 
Vacationaire Lodge & Supper Club 
Wallace Law Office 
West Crooked Lake Resort 

 The PBR (Professional 
Bull Riders) Challenger 
Tour Bull Ride will return 
to Park Rapids on July 
2nd - 4th .    
 
This is the 32nd year of 
this professional rodeo.  
 
Gates open at 5 p.m. with the 
action starting at 6:30 p.m. – 
rain or shine. 
 
For more Information go to: 
www.parkrapidsbullride.com 




