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Spring is in the Air!

An optimist is the human
personification of spring.
—Susan J. Bissonette

Spring passes and one remembers
one’s innocence. Summer passes
and one remembers one’s exuber-
ance. Autumn passes and one re-
members one’s reverence. Winter
passes and one remembers one’s
perseverance.

—Yoko Ono

Spring is nature’s way of saying,
“Let’s party!”
—Robin Williams

April prepares her green traffic light
and the world thinks Go.
—Christopher Morley

Spring is when you feel like whis-
tling even with a shoe full of slush.
—Doug Larson

Science has never drummed up
quite as effective a tranquilizing
agent as a sunny spring day.
—W. Earl Hall

The Breath of Spring...

The breath of Spring

Lifting on wings that feel

The pulse of Life

Hope that will bring

A sense of 'real'

After the shadowy, wintry days
Now gone....

The dawn's first whispering
Of gentle birdsong 'wakening
To splendid day,

The heart takes wing

And soars majestically

On freedom's way....

What joy indeed!

The poet in me

Rejoices midst the gentle need
To happy be....

And counts his blessings!

By John McLeod
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Rapids Lakes Area Chamber Connection

Upcoming Events

Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber
Spring Annual Meeting

Together~ Charting a Course for the Future

This years annual meeting will be held on
Tuesday, April 28th at the Park Rapids
American Legion. Social Hour, 5:00 pm ,
followed by a delicious meal prepared by
Wonewok Employees Club at 6 p.m and the
meeting will immediately follow.

The cost of dinner will be $20 per person.

Please call 218-732-4111 to make your
reservation before Thursday, April 23, 2009
See formal invitation inside for more details.

The Park Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of
Commerce is “Rolling out the Red Carpet”
for members on Thursday, April 30th, from
4:30 - 6:30 pm. at the Chamber. Please see
the insert in this issue for all the exciting
information.

2nd Annual Red Bridge Film Festival
April 17 - 20, 2009

Red Bridge Film Festival announces the seven feature
films to be shown during its second annual celebration
in Park Rapids between Friday, April 17 and Monday,
April 20.

The Diving Bell and the Butterfly--true story of a
French magazine editor who suffers a stroke but man-
ages to write a lyrical and heartbreaking memoir ex-
plaining his psychological torment, with only the move-
ments of his left eyelid, the only part of his body over
which he still has control. Nominated for 4 Oscars, win-
ner of many awards.

this issue

Upcoming Events
Member News

Member Spotlight

Eye On It

Executive Directors Desk
Chamber Activities

Red Carpet Event Invite
Calendar of Events

This Months Q & A
Statistics

Ambassador Views, Visits

Frost/Nixon--docudrama based on the notorious
television broadcasts. Directed by Ron Howard,
with Frank Langella. Nominated for 5 Oscars,
winner of many other awards.

Happy Birthday Rita--dramatic work in progress
by former Park Rapids resident Rachel Morgan,
about a lonely elderly New Yorker, already ac-
cepted for showing at several other U.S. film festi-
vals.

Man On Wire--documentary about daring but
illegal 1974 tightrope walk between tops of New
York City's World Trade Center towers. Winner of
2009 Oscar for Best Documentary.

Shine a Light--career-spanning documentary
about the Rolling Stones and Mick Jagger, includ-
ing concert footage, directed by Martin Scorsese.

Slumdog Millionaire--winner of 8 Oscars this
year, including Best Film, Best Director, Best
Screenplay, Best Cinematography, Best Editing,
Best Score. Shot on location in India.

Vicky Cristina Barcelona--by Woody Allen with
Scarlett Johansson, Penelope Cruz, Javier
Bardem. Winner of 2009 Oscar for Best Support-
ing Actress. Two girlfriends on a summer vacation
in Spain have their sexy romances challenged by
an ex-wife.

These films will screen at the Park Theatre on
Main Street in Park Rapids, with other events
planned around town. More information to come
as schedules are firmed up.

Under sponsorship of the Park Rapids Lakes Area
Arts Council, this activity is made possible, in part,
by a grant from the Region 2 Arts Council through
funding from the Minnesota State Legislature.

There will be a reception at Red Bridge Inn with
Rachel Morgan on Friday April 17, 5:00 pm
You must have a weekend pass to attend.

Weekend Pass - $25 Per Movie - $6
Call Ron Norenberg for more information
(218) 237-8950
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KELLY'S GARDEN COTTAGE
18008 209th Avenue

Park Rapids, MN 56470
218-821-6122
www.kellyscottagegardens.com

The Cottage will open

April 18th to the general
public! Kelly Sanquist,
owner and creative artist
behind every bloomin' flower
is looking forward to the
coming season. "l just love
stepping into the green-
house. It is filled with
hundreds of the most
beautiful flowers and
succulents. It's sunny and
fresh and so green! It gives
me creative inspiration every
day."

Now is the time to reserve
one of the custom hand-
crafted baskets known as
Kelly's Creations. Order
before April 18th and your
basket will be ready for
pickup on Mother's Day,
lush, flowering and fabulous!

This year Kelly's Cottage
Garden is offering FREE
Flower Pot Pickup & Drop
off. Just call ahead and
Kelly's Krew will swing by for
your empty pots and return
them filled with incredible
flowers. She will also
deliver bedding plants to
area gardeners. GYAS
Garden Cottages is located
6 miles East of Park Rapids
on Highway 34. Take a right
turn on 209" Avenue and
watch for Kelly’s sign on the
left. You can reach Kelly at
218-821-6122 or at the
cottage at 732-4439 .

If you would like your
story or article printed
here please email or fax
it to Jane at-
jane@parkrapids.com or
218-732-4112

We will do a random
drawing each month and
your business could be
highlighted HERE!

Mission Statement

The goal of the Ambassadors is to serve as highly
visible good will representatives of the Park
Rapids Lakes Area Chamber of Commerce by
creating positive public exposure.

New Store Opening!
J & B Foods
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J & B Foods

Bob Hensel & Jeff Hensel, owners, pictured with

Staff and Chamber Ambassadors
Hwy 71 South
Park Rapids, MN 56470

The new J & B Foods opened Wednesday, March
11th at 7 a.m. Jeff and Bob Hensel have been in
the grocery business for 28 years. Their first store
was in the building that houses the DAC currently.

The new store will stress variety and value. Open
work areas, with the stores award-winning cake
decorators and delicatessen chefs will show works
in progress.

The four-foot pastry case will dazzle with gourmet
chocolates and “made from scratch” doughnuts,
pastries and cake, available by the slice.

The deli will offer custom sub style sandwiches, a
soup and salad bar and grilled Italian panini
sandwiches. The new seating area allows custom-
ers to enjoy the food on site. Breakfast, lunch and
dinner specials will be available.

Approximately 350 imported and domestic cheese
selections are now available in the deli area.

Fresh fruits and vegetables will be displayed in the
expanded produce section of the store.

Ambassador Views ,Visits, Ribbon
Cutting, Open Houses

We wish to thank the following Ambassadors for taking time
from their schedules to assist with Business After Hours,
Chamber Events & Visits: Jeanie Coborn -Citizens National
Bank, Talaine Collins-Trustar Federal Credit Union, Diane
Dennis-Coldwell Banker Clack & Dennis Real Estate, Sadie
Etter- Coldwell Banker Clack & Dennis Real Estate, Andrea
Frank-ACS & King's Cottages, Kent Fritze-Northwood's
Bank, Candy Gulsvig-Affinity Real Estate, Debbie Haas-
Northwood’'s Bank, Amanda Haugen- Hubbard Studios,
Steve & Linda Haugland-Primerica Financial Services,
Rose Higgins-State Bank of Park Rapids, Grethe Kurtzweg-
Country Financial, Jane Larsen-Chamber Staff & Lakeside
Carpet, Lori Longworth-Coldwell Banker Clack Dennis Real
Estate, Katie Magozzi-Chamber Director, Cheri Macklan-
burg-Citizen’s National Bank,Krystie North-Northway
Insurance, TJ Simon-Coldwell Banker Clack & Dennis Real
Estate, Krist SmytheVicki Stewart-Citizen’s National Bank,
Sue Tomte-Mary Kay, Eric Wolff-Coldwell Banker Clack &
Dennis Real Estate & Lezli Zimmerman-Chamber
Ambassador Liaison -Tastefully Simple

The frozen food aisles hold nearly twice what
was offered at the former site. And the store
will offer video rental and a pharmacy will open
in the southwest corner of the store in mid-
April. Health and beauty care lines have also
been expanded.

Stop by and be amazed!

New Location!
Ace Hardware

ACE

Hardware

802 1st St
Park Rapids, MN 56470
(218) 732-4513

Brad Dahn, owner of Ace Hardware of
Park Rapids, recently moved the busi-
ness from it's location on Hwy. 71 to Hwy
34 East. The new location was previously
J & B East.

The new Ace will feature 4000 new items
and an expansion in all the existing lines.
The 23,000 square foot building with
16,500 square feet of sales floor is just
over twice the size of the former store.

A grand opening is planned for May 1st
and 2nd with store hours being expanded
in April. Ace Hardware will be open seven
days a week.
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Annual SPring (Chamber Mccting
Tucsday APril 28,2009
Far‘( RaPids American chion

You ar® corclia”y invited to attend the

2009 Annual SPring Cl-lamber Mceting
Tucsdag, APril 2.8)2009

Social- 5:00 pm

Dinner - 6:00 pm
A delicious meal PreParccl bg Wonewok Emplogecs Club

Annual Meeting - 6:30 pm
Wclcomc - Diane Dennis

Financial Report - Bob Seifert
Awards Presentation
[ egends & | ogging Presentation - Butch Delahunt-Cynthia Jones
[T ntertainment

Dinner Reservations chuired
$ 20 per person inclusive of tax & gratuity

Flease RS\/F by ca”ing 218-7%52-4111
no later than chncsdag, APril 22,2009



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO...

o A } . “ROLLING OUT THE RED CARPET?”

Premiere Website Launch Party & Business After Hours
at

Péll’ k Rapicls Lakes Area C]:lam]oer 0{ Commerce é-’ Tourism

We are rolling out the Red Carpet for our Members and invite you to
join us at this Chamber Open House

Thursclaq, April 30, 2009 4:30 - 6:50 pm

Meet Brandon Knowles of Faster Solutions, who will be launching the new website

and answering your guestions.

Learn Chamber Master! “Mini” tutorials will be available . Enhance YOUR presence on the
Park Rapicls Chamber website and the World Wide Web.

Maximize your businesses exposure using Google Earth, YouTube & 1)1083... for FREE!
Listen! Lezli will present “Bus Tours” - Can they help MY business?

Join us and fellow members for an evening of fun, information, networking, learning and more!

Benefit from your Chamber Membership!

We will be serving refreshments and gou’ll be treated like Super Stars!!

Door Prize Drawings 1

Remember to bring a stock of your brochures to share with other local business members for

Brochure Week, running April 23 -30,2009

~ ¥ Rapids
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Park Rapids Lakes Area
Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 249

Park Rapids, MN 56470

Address Service Requested

Webstats

Number of Unique Visitors
- 3166

New Visitors- 50.48%
Average Pages per visit -
1.28

Total Pages Viewed -5030

Visitor Center

Visitors assisted by GSA
223

Discovery Guides Mailed
539

Remember Your ABC’s ...Always Buy Chamber...

Meeting Calendar April 2009

® Downtown Business Association Meeting Wednesday, April 1,

8am Library

®  Marketing and Internet Committee Meeting - Wednesday, April 1

9:30am Chamber

. Lake Country Scenic Byway - Friday, April 3, 8:30am Osage

Community Church

®  Special Event Meeting - Wed, April 8, - 8 a.m.

Chamber Meeting Room

®  Chamber Board of Directors Meeting-Tuesday, April 14, 7:30am

Chamber Meeting Room

. Park Rapids City Lodging Association Tuesday, April 14 9:30 am

Super 8 Motel

®  Chamber Annual Spring Dinner Meeting - Tuesday,
April 28, Park Rapids American Legion

®  Chamber “Rolling out the Red Carpet” Open House - Thursday,
April 30 4:30 - 6:30pm, Chamber of Commerce

Thank you to all members who renewed in February 2009

Avenson Insurance Agency
Bruhn Optical

Camp Courage North

Camp Itasca & Villa

Casey’s General Store

Dorset Storage Center

Dotson Small Engine Sales & Services
Express Personnel Services
Forest Riders Snowmobile Club
Fremont’s Point Resort
Headwaters Country Club
Heartland Trail B & B

Irene L. Weis, CLA/LLC

Isle O'Dreams Lodge
Itasca-Mantrap Co-op

Johns Body Shop

Jokela Prowest

Jolly Fisherman Resort

Kings Cottages Resort

LaPasta Italian Eatery

Long Lake Park & Campground
Loons Nest Resort

Mantrap Lodge

Minnesota Fishing Guide Service
New Frontier Resort

Nor-Son, Inc.

Northland Bison Ranch

Osage Sportsman Club

Park Rapids Chrysler center
Park Rapids Wal-Mart

Professor Nils Olde Tyme Photos
Sister Wolf Books

Sleeping Fawn Resort

Smokey Hills Outdoor Store
State Farm Insurance

Tamarac Resort

The Secret Garden Midheaven
Farms

West Central Telephone Assn.

Chamber Board of Directors
President: Diane Dennis
Vice President: Bill Steen
Treasurer: Bob Seifert

Members At Large
Jennie Anderson, Andrea Frank,
Floyd Frank, Kent Fritze, Cynthia Jones,
David W. Konshok, Dennis Mackedanz,
Joseph Scharber, Teresa Spaeth,

Chamber Staff
Executive Director
Katharine B. Magozzi
katie@parkrapids.com

Admn. Assistant , Tour Coordinator &
Ambassador Liaison
Lezli Zimmerman
lezli@parkrapids.com

Membership , Event Coordinator & Tech
Support - Newsletter
Jane Larsen
jane@parkrapids.com

Guest Service/Bookkeeping
Sharon Fitzgerald

Guest Service Agent
Cindy Gunsolus
cindy@parkrapids.com

Membership Sales
Mark E. Larson

Contact the Chamber
218-732-4111 or 800-234-0054
fax: 218-732-4112
www.parkrapids.com






